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Fire in Florida 
good fires 

natural fire
fire famine 

prescribed fire 

fuels
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spot building 

Wooded Areas and Preserves 

 

If the property is owned or managed by 
someone else: 

Find out who owns/manages the property. The county 
property appraiser’s office is a good source. If the property 
is owned by a homeowners association, its members may 
have access to the property agreement or the preserve 
management plan. 

Contact the owner/manager and share your concerns. 

Contact the Florida Forest Service and request a wildfire 
risk assessment at no cost. You will learn what you can do 
to protect your property, and the assessment may be used 
as a tool to help the nearby property owners reduce fire 
risk for you and  your neighborhood. 

Properties owned by the city, county or state may require 
a letter from a neighborhood or association that requests 
assistance from the Florida Forest Service. Contact the 
property owner first to express your concerns. 

Notice the green vegetation on top of the 5-foot-tall  saw 
palmetto and all of the dead vegetation that blankets  the 

forest floor. New green growth is  stifled. 



Fire is a natural 
process. People build 
homes close to nature 

to enjoy its beauty.  
Enjoying that beauty 

means recognizing that 
fire is a natural 

occurrence, and people 
can live in fire-prone 
areas if they accept 
that regular fire is 

required to ensure their 
safety and to maintain 
healthy ecosystems.  
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Retreat  
Community 

These photos show how fast habitats recover after fire. The photo below was 
taken two months after a wildfire burned through the Retreat Community 
neighborhood preserve. Vegetation grows quickly as soon as rains come. 
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The Retreat 
Community was built 

with firebreaks 
between homes and 

the preserve.  
 

The grass strip (left) 
serves as a firebreak.  

 
The community keeps 
the area mowed and 

well-irrigated. The 
wildfire burned in the 
preserve and stopped 

at the grass. 

Consider the amount of 
space around your 

home. A minimum of 
30 feet of clear space 
is needed. Palmetto 
can grow more than 
five feet tall without 
regular fire, and the 
height of flames can 

reach 10 feet or more. 
Winds push flames 

toward homes, and 30 
feet of space provides 

a greater chance that a 
home will be safe.  

The gravel driveway provided added protection from the excessive 1,600+ degree temperatures.  



Lean, Clean and Green 
Regular landscape maintenance makes a home safer from wildfire 

Local county extension offices 
are good sources for planting recommendations. 

When planning the 30-foot-perimeter around a home, 
examine flammable attachments, such as wood/vinyl 

decks, fences and backyard structures.  
 

The perimeter should extend 30 feet beyond these 
attachments. Within five feet of the home, use 

nonflammable landscaping materials such as rocks, 
pavers and high moisture content  perennials. 

Regular home maintenance is essential to reduce 
wildfire risk. Excess pine needle accumulation on a 
roof (left) makes a home more vulnerable to a fire.  

 
Nearby, dense vegetation can serve as a ladder fuel 

for a fire, meaning that a ground fire can quickly 
climb into treetops and present greater fire risk.  
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Proper Tree Pruning 

Invasive Plants 

Left—Lygodium (Old World 
Climbing Fern) is a ladder fuel 
that carries fire into treetops.  

Right—Melaleuca is adapted 
to fire and extremely flamma-
ble. Its papery bark acts as a 

ladder fuel. Dense stands eas-
ily spread fire up to three 

miles from its origin.
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High Wildfire Hazard 

These two homes survived a wild-
fire that burned more than 2,000 
acres  and destroyed 13 homes. 
Here’s why: 

1.

2. 

3. 

4.

5. defensible space

6. 

7.

Firewise Homes 
Lehigh Acres 

Courtesy of The News-Press  
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Vegetation Management  

Remove leaf litter from around a home. Keep pine needles and 
leaves off roofs and out of gutters by using a rake or leaf blower. 

Leaf Litter 

Call the Florida Forest Service for permission to burn vegetation. 

Palmetto 

Remove dead vegetation in trees and remove the boots from the  
bottom third of a tree. Remove dead fronds.  

Cabbage Palm 

Cut the vines from the tree. 

Vine (Ladder) Fuels 
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South Florida Vegetation 

Mowing is the best option for grass near homes.  

Grass 

Trim lower tree limbs and 
nearby shrubs close to homes.  

Pine Trees  

Maintaining trails through these areas is vital. Trails serve as fire-
breaks. Shrubs should be regularly trimmed. Scrub oaks in these  
areas should be kept three to five feet tall.  

Scrub  
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Animals and Fire 

Gopher tortoise burrows are deep and serve 
as shelter for a variety of wildlife including 
indigo snakes. Periodic fire provides more 

foraging and travel opportunities for 
tortoises and other wildlife. 

Florida panthers and black bears require large tracts of land 
to live in. Regular fire regimes provide better habitat.  

The red cockaded woodpecker nests in fire-adapted, native 
pine trees and takes advantage of fires to snack on insects. 

Courtesy of Jerome A. Jackson, Florida Gulf Coast University  
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Firewise Communities/USA 

Florida Forest Service 

Firewise Communities/USA 

Fire Adapted Communities 

Good Fires 

University of Florida 

Florida Division of Emergency Management 

Wildfire Information Resources 



MYAKKA RIVER DISTRICT  
Manatee, Desoto, Hardee, 

Sarasota, Charlotte  
4723 53rd Ave. East  

Bradenton, FL 34203 
(941) 751-7627 

(941) 751-7631, FAX 

EVERGLADES DISTRICT 
Palm Beach, Broward,  
Miami-Dade, Monroe 
3315 SW College Ave.  

Davie, FL 33314 
(954) 475-4120 

(954) 475-4126, FAX 

OKEECHOBEE DISTRICT  
Okeechobee, Highlands, Martin, 

Indian River, St. Lucie, Glades 
5200 Hwy. 441 North  

Okeechobee, FL 34972-8697 
(863) 462-5160 

(863) 462-5162, FAX 

CALOOSAHATCHEE  
FORESTRY CENTER 
Collier, Hendry, Lee 

10941 Palm Beach Blvd.  
Fort Myers, FL 33905 

(239) 690-3500 
(239) 690-3504, FAX 

The mission of the Florida Forest Service is to protect Florida and its people from the dangers of wildland fire and manage the forest re-
sources through a stewardship ethic to assure they are available for future generations. Our core program areas are: wildfire prevention, 

detection, mitigation and suppression, state land management, and forestry technical assistance.  

Firewise® and Firewise Communities/USA® are registered trademarks of the National Fire Protection Association; Quincy, MA. 

When Nature is Your Neighbor: Landscaping to Reduce Wildfire Risk was written and designed by Melissa Yunas and Victor Hill. 

Please contact a Florida Forest Service office near you or visit www.floridaforestservice.com. 

JAMES R. KARELS, DIRECTOR 


